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A Note from Pastor Rates ……... 

Hope to Hope                                                                                                                 

Luke 2: 25 - 40 

 

The Gospel of Luke shares with us that, Simeon was found to be a righteous and devout man, who was 

waiting for the “consolation” of Israel.  Consolation by definition refers to the comfort received by a person 

after a loss or disappointment.  Simeon was not anticipating comfort for himself, but for an entire nation that 

longed for a coming Messiah. 

Many believers have come and gone while resting in generational hope to hope.  My parents instilled anticipa-

tory belief in me; and their parents in them.  For all of us someone, or a crucial moment in time provided the 

impetus for the belief we share in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Simeon also had the Holy Spirit on him; and it was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  He was moved by the Spirit to go to the temple courts.  While there, 

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple for the required custom of the Law.  As soon as Simeon held 

him - He praised God for fulfilling the promise that He would ensure a sighting of the Messiah.  Content in the 

realization that had happened,  Simeon prepared to leave this realm in peace.  He says, “For my eyes have 

seen your salvation,  which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and the glory of your people Israel.”  

As Mary and Joseph relished in his words, they were blessed by Simeon and he shares with Mary, “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that 

the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  I’m not so sure his 

words could be perceived as hopeful - or what a mother would like to hear about their child’s fate; neverthe-

less Simeon’s  hope had been met and fulfilled. 

What hope to hope do we live in during this Advent season?  Are we willing to see the signs and wonders in 

our lifetime?  Can we live with the little and big miracles and testimonies of our own and others that point to 

the Messiah’s return?  May we in the spirit see to do so.  May we celebrate His presence that surrounds us 

with the glory of who He is in song & worship; friendships and work; and in service into the world!  O Come All 

Ye Faithful!  Believe and live from hope to hope!                                                                                                                                                                                                

 



 

Presence, Not Presents 
 
Recently, I was looking at my schedule to prepare for the final days of 2022.  It is a busy time of the year.  
Thanksgiving.  Advent.  Christmas.  We just celebrated Turkey Day.  It is a day filled with love, joy, and tons of 
great food. 
 
I decided not to travel because there is not enough time.  And, I knew there would be some great choices.  I 
could spend the day serving.  Then, there would be invitations to dinner.  I even thought about ordering Chi-
nese food and calling it a day.  
 
As I ponder what to do, I was reminded of the “folded napkin story.”  It is often told around the Easter Sea-
son. The folded napkin served as an indication that Jesus was planning to return. 
 
There will be many folded napkins during this season.  Those napkins will remind us that many will return to 
tables filled with love, joy, and tons of great food.  But, more than those things, our presence at these tables 
will out do every present. 
 
In this season, remember, our presence is more important than presents. 

On Sunday, December 4th, the Mission Team will be sponsoring another Sunday Dinner.  The Menu will consist of Baked Ham,                    

Potato Salad, Green Beans and some surprise extras.  Of course dessert and drinks will be included.  So join us for a great meal and 

fellowship.  It will be immediately after Sunday Worship and we will accept any donation you would like to make.   

November 27                                                            

Marilyn & Gabrielle Williams 

 

December 4                                                        

Kimberly Cowan Keane  &                                     

Phyllis Cowan 

December 11                                                     

Erica Cumberlander & Ethan & 

Evan 

December 18                                          

Gene & Ardyth Bankston 

December 24                                                                    

Deena Goodwin & Grands 

Advent Readers &                                      

Candle Lighters                                      



 

Bethel Service 

Times: 

Sunday School  

9:45-10:45am 

Traditional 

Service  

11:00am 

Third Sunday 
Donations  

 

Please remember 
your Third Sunday 
donations for these 
mission initiatives: 

 

A Friend’s House is 
dedicated to 
meeting the 
emotional and 
physical needs of 
children in crisis. 
Please consider 
donating to A 
Friend’s House. 
Look for the Little 
Wooden House in 
the Narthex to make 
your donation. 

 

Helping in His 
Name Food Pantry. 
As you enter or 
leave worship, don’t 
forget to place your 
donations of beans 
and rice in the 
supply bin near the 
church office. 

Rev. Shari Rates, Senior Pastor  

Church Office  

Rori Blakeney   

Priscilla Stone, Pianist                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Margaret Marlow, Organist 

Lynn Valentine, Treasurer                                                                                                                         

Brett Boggus              

Church Staff                                                                                                                 

Office:  770-474-2570     Fax:  770-389-4845                                                                                    

rsr@bethel-umc.com                               

office@bethel-umc.com                                                        

youth @bethel-umc.com                                                

 

                                                          

bookkeeper@bethel-umc.com 

brett@bethel-umc.com  

Circle News 

 United Women               

of Faith 

For the last several years Joy Circle has prepared Christmas boxes for the shut ins and other 

people that have trouble attending church.  We all bring small items and candy to go in the 

boxes.  We then wrap them and deliver them .  We will do this again this year.  We will meet 

at 1:00 PM on  Saturday, December 17th.  Come join us and bring some items to go in the 

boxes.  It is a great joy to the giver as well as the receiver.   

December 18th 

11:00 AM Service 

Come enjoy the music of Christmas! 



 

 

 

Bethel’s annual Christmas card exchange will be on December 18 following the choir’s 
Cantata in the conference room.    Drop off your cards in the box in the Narthex on or be-
fore December 14.  Please share a plate of your favorite cookies, brownies, etc. 

Doreen Elliott                           12/10              

Mavis Sewell                            12/10                  

Evelyn Haymons                      12/10                      

Ann Owens                               12/11                 

Don Horton                               12/12                                                   

Susan Davies                             12/13                                            

Charlie Henderson                   12/18                         

Melanie White                          12/22               

Lynn Valentine                          12/23                                          

Clyde Smith                               12/27                          

Katie Davies                               12/27                           

Greg Lollar                                 12/28                       

Rick and Christy Hunt               12/03                        

Steve and Pam Gay                   12/27 

The United Methodist Men meeting in December will be 

on Christmas Eve Morning while we prepare breakfast for 

the COB families. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24 @ 7:00 P.M.  



 

Advent Food Drive 
Thanks for saying yes!  Far too many families, especially children and youth don’t have enough 
to eat. One of the many ways, we strive to solve this problem at Bethel is through a ministry 
called Abigail’s Pantry.  In addition, we have a food co-op that meets the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of 
the month. 
This year, the youth are leading the congregation in an Advent Food Drive.  As we travel the Ad-
vent Journey to Christmas, we invite you to pick up a bag and purchase items on the list.  Bags 
will be available Sunday, November 27, 2022 immediately after service. 
On Christmas Morning, December 25th, please bring your bags to church. The grocer-
ies will support the ongoing food ministries at Bethel. 
 
Breakfast with Santa 
Join us for Breakfast with Santa. Space is limited. Register Today by sending an email to 
youth@bethel-umc.com with Breakfast with Santa in the Subject Line. We look forward to see-
ing you and your family. 
We need 24 servants to commit to spending 4 hours to help make this event a huge success. 
 
Live Poinsettias Are Making a Comeback 
Order your poinsettias here. This year, we are placing them in the Sanctuary on Saturday, De-
cember 10th until Christmas Morning (when you can take your order home). You may list two 
loved ones per flower.  Plants are $25 per flower.  Order forms are in the Narthex, in the bulletin 
and online.  Orders must be placed no later than Sunday, December 4th. 
 
Honoring our seasoned saints and White Elephant Party 
On Sunday, December 11, 2022, the youth will host our seasoned saints as we celebrate the 
Christmas Season.  We will have lunch and a short program.  Following lunch, the youth will have 
an opportunity to fellowship with one another and exchange white elephant gifts. 
Seasoned Saints (members 75 years and old), please be sure to register for this fun afternoon.  
Sign- up sheet is the Narthex.  You can also speak to Rori. 



 

  

The United Methodist Men meet 
every third Saturday.  At 7am we 
gather to prepare the food and at 
8am we have breakfast.  Come on 
out guys and let’s have some     
good food and fellowship.  

J OY  C IRCLE  
 

The Joy Circle of the UMW meets  every 
third Saturday at  10:00 am  in the lower 

level of the Chapel.  

GENERAL GIVING FOR NOVEMBER  2022  

There will not be a luncheon in December.  

Check the January newsletter for January 

for updates. 

November 06                  $4,784.00 

November 13                  $5,121.00 

November 20                  $2,295.00 

November 27               ___________ 

Total                              $12,200.00 
PRAISES 

 
If you have a praise, please call or e-mail it to the church office.  770-

474-2570 or office@bethel-umc.com  

PRAYERS PLEASE 
 
Kendra Akbar 
Dave Frissell 
Jeanette Moore 
Barbara Sanders 
Pat Deloney 
Elliott McElroy 
Lynn Valentine 
Fred Bogel  
Dolly Smarr 
Charles Williams 

Jeff Gwinn 

Allison Spence  

People of Ukraine 

Priscilla Estes 

Liz Sparks 

Those suffering with COVID and their 

Caregivers 

Family of David Gross 

Family of Jimmy Ellis  

Family of Gloria Chamblee 

LONG TERM PRAYER LIST 

 

*Sheila Reddy 

*Nancy Shealy 

*Cora Johnson 

*Donna Thomas 

*Shirley Walters 

*Nicholas Jerome Scott 

*Lily Eubanks 

*Ajani King 

*Eden Bankston 

*Rick McNabb 

*Mavis Sewell 

*Timmy Graham 

*Pat Pritchett  

*Eldora Pierce 

***We will remove names from the prayer list after 30 days.  Please 
notify the church office if they need to stay on.     
 



 

Sunday Servants 

December 11, 2022                                                                       

Usher Team 2:   Nick Sparks, Liz  Sparks,                         

Donna Lollar, Ann Owens, Mark McElroy                   

Acolytes:  Davon Duncan & Noah Duncan            

December 04, 2022                                                                                                            

Usher Team 1:  Harold Moore, Jeanette Moore, 

Mary Ann Hill, Cathy Bell, Kimberly Cowan Keane 

 

We will not have a  regular nursery  , 

but if you or another worshiper are in 

need of putting a child in the nursery, 

please see an usher.  We have              

volunteers who are available. 

December 18, 2022   (Cantata )                                                                                               

Usher Team  3:  Charlie Henderson, Linda                   

Henderson, Sheila Ricks, Bo Shealy                                       

Acolytes:  Zoey Hudson & Gabrielle Williams 

December 25, 2022                                                                             

Usher Team 1:  Harold Moore, Jeanette Moore,  Mary 

Ann Hill, Cathy Bell, Kimberly Cowan Keane                                                 

The Lunch Bunch will be going to Piccadilly Cafeteria in 
Stockbridge (3512 Highway 138) on Tuesday, December 
13.  Meet at the location at 11:15 a.m.  

Come join the Mission Team on December 10th to minister to our 

friends at Calvary Refuge Center in Forrest Park.  We will be making 

sandwiches and preparing the meal for Saturday night.  We meet at 

4:00 PM and leave to serve at 5:30.  We do this in love and support 

for people who are in need.  We are supposed to be the hands and 

feet of Christ. 

Dave Frissell and I (Kellie) want to thank everyone for your 
assistance during this difficult time. Dave is getting stronger 
thanks to all of your prayers and encouragement. We miss  
you and hope to see you all soon. We are so thankful for our   
Bethel  Family. 

 Christmas Outreach at Bethel (COB)                          

Grab a gift purchase tag or more off the 

Christmas tree in the Narthex and make 

a child happier this Christmas.  Join our 

Church family on Christmas Eve to dis-

tribute the gifts and show love to the 

people who receive the gifts. 

Merry Christmas! 



 


